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Polished act
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COMWENDED A slick performance from a

sIon




! by Dravicd Gerriman

hese new Misson T9E5 certadnly have kerb

appeal, or mayhe that should be curve appeal.

With their contoured sides, wrap-around grilles

and iculpted frant, no one could accuse them
of not standing out from the crowd - even if their looks
are sure to divide aginian sharphe The shiny black finish
I actually genuine prano lacquer, with seven coats
applied to create a truty deep and lustrous gloss. Ths
appreach iz both lbour and time intensive, a5 each
cpawng must be dned for 24 howrs Before it is rubbed
dawn by hand and re-sprayed. Most manulacturers just
apply 2 gloss back paint and and the procass thare, but
the finish an these Missions is in another league entirely.
What’s mare, white and real rosewood veneer are alio
affered in the prana glass finish,

The curves here are made by mult-layerng thres
different materialz, which are then hald together with
resin. Granitech - a kind of I'.r.a'\q' stone-ike material - is
uged Lo suppress resonances further. The cunved sides
will raite resonance frequencices, of course, which should
avoid the deeper chesty mades typical of flat panel
cabinets, but | suspect the chaice of cureed panels was
a5 much a cesmetic ag a tachnical decision,

Meanwhile, the magneticably-shielded 165mm
woofer has a woven cone [s2e box out, below], a cast
chassis with a slender frarme in a bid to aveid reflactions,
and 3 solid phase plug without a dust cap which i fixed
directhy to the cantre pole of the magnat system.

Like the woofer, the tweeter dome iz alse made from
a woven material, callad Viotex, about which Mission
says little. it is effectively 2 25mm cloth dome with a
ting nee magnet, ferrofivid cookng and 2 heat-sink on
the back to keep the magnet and coil temperature
down when the speaker is played loudhy, The crossovers
have OFC copper wire in the inductors.

INVERTED DRIVERS
Of course, the inverted Bassitreble geometnwll
b famniliar to all who remamber eardy Missian
udspeakers, when the company’s Technical Directar
Hanry Azma cotboned on to this neat way of impraving
wooferftweeter time alignment. Mission has uwed the
amangement axtensively avar since.

Like the speakers, the stands are either beauties o
beasts, dopending on one's taste. With their bfack and
chrome, | think they just fall on the side of stylish. The

LATTICE WORKE
The: bass| midrange cone in the
792 employs what Mission calls
“Paraswase’ I.L-d'r-ula-gy..“mich (14
bazad onwoven aramid fibres,
Mizsion won't thank me for
reminding readess that aramid
fibras were first used in woofers
by Bowers and Wilkins. | dan't
know how this cone differs, but
Mission calls it a 30 lattice.
Thiz kind of structure has
very qood damping properties
and. as it is a compaosite, the
cane can be baht and stifl, This,
of course, should hedp maintain
both sensitivity and speed of
responss,

shallow cone spikas don't penetrate the carpet tully ABCVE: The
and 5o fal to stabilise the speakers completaly. Yat thay  speaker
stilf dent the pile and 50 don't totally avodd the gestaff rerminals albow

niggles abaut marked carpets, For biswdring and
e conmecied
(@ RiCH AND WARM directly to the
| first fired up the Misson 7925, singbe-wired, on their CROmSover section
own stands and postioned them about 20ta 30cm inside for the
I the rear wall, This seemed to suet them owell, 25 shortest agnal
the Dazs oulpul i quite full and wanm, so close-tawall path, The 782
placament may not be tha best lacation, though this is reflewloaded
will depend an individaal room acowstics, ol course. thraugh a rear-
s immadately streck by the fch and textured firing port:

sound, the smasth treble and the neutral-to-s

elbow

‘Even when Richter was punishing

the keys mercilessly, the speakers
handled the blast with control’

tonal balance. The treble was not 50 smoath as to lase
eisential clasity and ol
o awerpower the mid and treble. Cverall, the balance
wWias an agreeabie one, beEing quite even, with pleasing

integration batwean the mid and treble. Maybe having EUDIO

aweoven wooler and tweeter i a gogd 5 the

charactaristics of the bwo are inheranthy similar, o mE
Two-way

ck, nar was the bass so rich as

alding the homogeneity of the sound.
I coudd not resist a blast of Dabbie Harry and

"Hanging an the Tebephone’ from the re-masterad ::::::S.,i:h
raizsue of Blondie’s Farallel Lines. Debbi's sieltry, yet an 11-litre reflex
accasianally guttural, multi-tracked vocals came over cobimit im a
: chaice af piann
vary convincingly, while the sizzling cymbals had enerdy goiches
without dnlling holes in the ear drums. Al in 2l guite a
neat compramise, Likewise on "One Thing or Anather’ Prica: L5000
the Missions preserd encugh of the cuthng edge pis s by
without exceeding acceptability. In ‘Fade fway’, the [ -
Missions defvered much of the allenveloping artficial i

il

reverb. They may nat hawve captured the st ocunce, but
Chey made a fine fist of it.

O these three tracks the bass was powerful, thaugh 'llﬁl-l_- AR
| wondered whether there cauld have been a tauch ::“""P'*'"
more sttack, punch and low frequency extension. Then 10e 7
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LOUDSPEAKER TEST

ABCVE: Both The VESmim wooler and 25mm Tweater use
waonven labric materials of samilar sonic characteristics

remembered that these wens c-nl'!,r T11-litre loudspeakers
wath gond apparant sensitivty = Mission claims 34948
[s=a Lak Report] = and that you can't have evenything!

Meanwhike, vocals were handled superbly. Sting's
waice on ‘Miss Cradenca® from Sprchronicity - a tricky
ane lae most kredspeakers (o handle — was nicely
positioned at the rear of the soundstage and §was
imprassed by the way it was comeeyed without obvious
colouration, Guilar and inares were crisp and clear, but
not teo much Lo the fore. Bass drum and guitar were
again full and powerful, even if they lacked that last
towuch of impact, drive and AQqression.

POWER AND POISE

Chanaging gear to clasmcal music, | pfayed an RCA Red
%eal ‘Best 100° C0 of some old Richter RCA recordings
{Liszt’s ‘Consolation’, ‘Hungarian Rhapzody” and
“Harmanies du Sair’). Thase were laid down at live
performances in 1988 at Lubek City Hall. While Richter
wias not note perfect, the playing was inspired. The
Blissions, with their full, weighty bass and rich, textured
zound did the aid recordings justice. Even when Richter
wras punizhing the keys merscilessly, the speakers handied
the reculting blast with complate poize and control,
witiile conveying the power, attack and impact in the
notes throwgh the mid and treble.

Playing Anten Duverak's 'Slavonic Dancas’ — 2 DG
anginal image re<ssue - pushed all the same buttons.
This tirne the Mizsiens conveyed the luzh, warm, chear
ot slightly ower-bniliant treble sound of thas 33yearold
racarding, The Eavanan orchestra under Rafaal Kubelik
wias reproeduced delightfully and seemingty fasthiuliy,
One could simphy, relax and enjoy the event,

HI-FI NEWS VERDICT

Thiz Mizsaan combsmes warmbth,
ransparency, strong bazs, an cven
tonal balance and emooath, clesr
trilali, Wescals arg o porticular
strength. IT. ultimately, it lacks
alethe Bass impsct. ths iz Aeane
than made up for with its even-
honded delivery and unforoed
transparency. 1T's 3 sound
without strong aberrations and
therefore of universal appeal.
The 792 handles all musical
genres with aplomb.

MISSION
792 LOUDSPEAKER / £500
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Hi-FI NEWS LAB REPORT

Miszann's chimed seraibivity of BRdE Sar
the 792 i aplent by cus feasoiements,
which recceded pmk noise and music
shapod pink noEe sensitivities baoth 2348
krwpane a1 &6, a0, W b clicacyteme bt
the 7827 mmimum impedance modulus.,
Misskan dlaiming SEahm whike cer
messurements e oedfed b e of 4.20hm
at 2FHHz. which doesnt sit comfortabty
WiTh Thie Spealier s Nomingd im pedance of
*B gl comgatiblie’, Mevertheles, this

= 3 refa b ey sasy load for iy partnenng
ampiifier o drive with @ minimum EPDR
[imparaiabean pak clisipation neistance] af
dbahm at 30z,

Frequency response e, from 200Hz
2O, of £3.% arel #3300 e inpaTabile
results, even if they bust Misson’s clyimed
+34dB from: SEHZ to 2 DkHE. Pair mirtching
s it e s g, Thougly a1+ 1,98 bt
the kargest depanties oocur inthe Easebers
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passband abowe BRHz, where they will be
bt imarsily mcdicvsd, A tlwe gt [l
ket ] =, the orease frequency responss
b oo bebwieen 200Hz and Tz, writh
P el ate] cotpul i Ul o G5HE
bo 2.5k Hz likety to snpart a shoftly mid -
Tonaard tonal balance that may also bring
rrcirene s fooveed inie sonnidstage.
Above TkHE b ouljut then rises acain b
peak at 14.5kHr

Ditfracticn <ormected near-died
megsursment of Uhe b colpul shoes
the fou frequency response bo be:
—Gls ab 52 frel, FODHE), which i a
fair result foe 3 spessker of his mee and
SEnsinity. The cumidat ke spectral decay
wsarerTall, Thossgh, o et as cloan as some
competitars’, with evidence of bass-mid
diaphragm breakup resonances above 2kHz
vl A Tveealer anance assecited with
the 14 5kHr response peak. KH
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AROVE LEFT: The slightly emphassed upper mid {treble response might
wiehd a marginally Torvward sound; ABCAYE REGHT: The spectral decay
waterfall s not a3 chean 34 possible. dhowandg bresk-up mdodes above 2kHZ
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HI-FI NEWS SPECIFICATIONS
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